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Dear Members and Friends, 

It is with a heavy heart that I announce 
my decision not to renew my contract 
as the Executive Secretary of the 
Virginia State Horticultural Society, 
effective June 30, 2025. 

As many of you know, the apple 
industry in Virginia is undergoing 
significant changes, and after careful 
consideration, I have decided to explore new opportunities 
that align with my bookkeeping skills and career goals. 

I want to express how much I will miss each of you. The 
memories and relationships I have built within this 
community will always hold a special place in my heart. 
Please know that I will continue to keep all of you and the 
Virginia apple industry in my prayers. 

Thank you for the support and friendship over the last 
three years.   

Warm regards,       

Laura Wiley 
 

vshsociety@gmail.com 
PO Box 2445, Winchester, VA 22604, 540.667.9101 

“We have neglected the truth that a good farmer is 
a craftsman of the highest order, a kind of artist.”  

-  Wendell Berry 

“Time ripens the substance of a life as the seasons mellow and 

perfect its fruits. The best apples fall latest and keep longest.”  — 

Amos Bronson Alcott 

https://www.facebook.com/applesva
https://www.instagram.com/vshsociety/
https://www.virginiaapples.net/vshs
mailto:vshsociety@gmail.com
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https://register.ext.vt.edu/search/publicCourseSearchDetails.do?method=load&courseId=1344657
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Virginia Tech Agricultural Research and Extension 
 Centers set 2025 field days 
 
Held at 11 centers across the commonwealth, field days put the latest agricultural research and innovation 
directly into the hands of Virginians.   By Marya Barlow  

Associate Professor Sherif Sherif leads an orchard tour during a 2024 field day at Virginia Tech’s Alson H. Smith Jr. Agricultural 
Research and Extension Center. Photo by Craig Newcomb for Virginia Tech.  

Each year, Virginia Tech’s 11 Agricultural Research and Extension Centers invite the 
public in for an in-depth look at the discoveries and practices propelling the future of 
agriculture, Virginia’s largest private industry. 

Spread throughout the commonwealth, the Agricultural Research and Extension 
Centers (AREC) bring the expertise of Virginia Tech College of Agriculture and Life 
Sciences researchers directly into the communities they serve. Researchers partner 
with farmers, government agencies, and industry leaders to tackle problems in the lab 
and on the field – and deliver research-based solutions through Virginia Cooperative 
Extension agents to help Virginia agriculture thrive. 

Anyone is welcome to join AREC field days, open houses, and other events planned 
for 2025. Mark your calendars for the following dates and check back on our 2025 
field days calendar for updates, locations, and registration details as they are added 
throughout the year. 

https://news.vt.edu/articles/2025/02/cals-2025-field-days.html
https://news.vt.edu/articles/2025/02/cals-2025-field-days.html
https://news.vt.edu/content/news_vt_edu/en/contacts/marya-barlow.html
https://www.arec.vaes.vt.edu/arec.html
http://cals.vt.edu/
http://cals.vt.edu/
http://ext.vt.edu/
http://ext.vt.edu/
https://www.arec.vaes.vt.edu/arec/field-days.html
https://www.arec.vaes.vt.edu/arec/field-days/2025FieldDayCalendar.html
https://www.arec.vaes.vt.edu/arec/field-days/2025FieldDayCalendar.html
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April 25 2024 

2025 Orchard Meetings 

          Date  Time          Location      Information 

 

 Tues, May 6 11:00am Graves Mountain Lodge 

205 Graves Mountain Lane 

Syria, VA 22743 

Lunch* provided 

Email klove@vt.edu   to RSVP 

 

Mon, May 12 10:00am H.C. Harold Orchard  

279 Old School House Road 

Ararat, VA 24053 

Lunch* provided 

Email aledwards@vt.edu to RSVP 

Thurs, May 15 11:00am Drumheller’s Orchard  

1130 Drumheller Orchard Ln 

Lovingston, VA 22949 

Lunch* provided, Email  

lmacrae@vt.edu or call 434.263.7181 to 

RSVP 

Thurs, May 22 11:00am Bowman Fruit  

17581 Mechanicsville Rd 

Timberville, VA 22853 

(picnic tables available or 

bring your own folding chair) 

Lunch* provided 

Email mark.sutphin@vt.edu  to RSVP 

JUNE  - - - 

Thurs, July 24 5:00pm TBD 

TBD 

Dinner* provided 

Email mark.sutphin@vt.edu  to RSVP 

Tues, August 12 5:00pm Silver Creek & Seamans’ Or-

chards 

5529 Crabtree Falls Hwy 

Tyro, VA 22976 

Dinner* provided, Email  

lmacrae@vt.edu or call 434.263.7181 to 

RSVP 

VCE Tree Fruit Agents 
Name  Location  Phone  Email  

Ashley Edwards  Carroll  276.730.3116  aledwards@vt.edu  

Mark Sutphin  Frederick  540.665.5699  mark.sutphin@vt.edu    

Beth Sastre  Loudoun  703.737.8978  flores69@vt.edu    

Kim Bryant Nelson  434.263.7180 kimeb5990@vt.edu 

Kenner Love  Rappahannock  540.675.3619  klove@vt.edu    

Shawn Jadrnicek  Roanoke  540.283.8190  shawnj@vt.edu  

*Please reach out with any specific dietary restrictions or requests. 
If you are a person with a disability and desire any assistive devices, services, or other accommodations to participate in this activity, please 

contact Mark Sutphin, Frederick County Extension, at (540) 665-5699/TDD (800) 828-1120 during business hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. to 
discuss accommodations five days prior to the event. 

VCE Tree Fruit Specialists 

Name   Location   Phone    Email  

Srdjan Acimovic Pathology Winchester  540.232.6034  acimovic@vt.edu  

Doug Pfeiffer Entomology Blacksburg  540.231.4183  dgpfeiff@vt.edu 

Kevin Rice Entomology  Winchester  540.232.6037  rkevin@vt.edu  
            

mailto:klove@vt.edu
mailto:aledwards@vt.edu
mailto:lmacrae@vt.edu
mailto:mark.sutphin@vt.edu
mailto:mark.sutphin@vt.edu
mailto:lmacrae@vt.edu
mailto:aledwards@vt.edu
mailto:mark.sutphin@vt.edu
mailto:flores69@vt.edu
mailto:kimeb5990@vt.edu
mailto:klove@vt.edu
mailto:shawnj@vt.edu
mailto:acimovic@vt.edu
mailto:dgpfeiff@vt.edu
mailto:rkevin@vt.edu
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CLICK HERE FOR FULL USApple REPORT 

USAPPLE.ORG 

Employer Guidance for ICE Visits 
 

President Trump has begun implementing his 
campaign promise to increase interior 

enforcement with the goal of arresting and 
deporting those in the country illegally.  

USApple has begun hearing reports of an 
increased presence of Immigration and 

Customs Enforcement (ICE) agents in some 
apple growing regions and in some cases 
those agents have visited farms.  These 

instances are likely to increase nationwide and 
so we asked the attorneys that we work with to 

provide this guidance document outlining 
employer rights and responsibilities with regard 

to visits from ICE and enforcement actions. 

https://usapple.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/USAppleTracker-APR-2025.pdf
https://usapple.org/
http://usaa.memberclicks.net/message2/link/6f1f7096-7d08-4ec2-8bed-508349080a57/1
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Pest Management 

Guides 

 
In addition to the 2025 Tree 
Fruit Spray Bulletin, the 2025 
Pest Management Guides for 

Field Crops, Home Grounds and 
Animals, Horticultural and 
Forest Crops, etc., are now 

available. You can use the link 
provided below access a free 
PDF version or to place your 

order for a hard copy. 

 

https://spes.vt.edu/affiliated/plant-

disease-clinic/pest-management-

guides.html 

Acimovic Tree Fruit Pathology Lab @ VA Tech 

We have published a new blog 
article on our website : (I) 
Severe Apple Scab and Rust 
Infections Predicted in NEWA Model 
for rains of 10-12 April; (II) Fire Blight 
Not a Risk Due to Low Temperatures 

You can view it from this link : https://

treefruitpathology.spes.vt.edu/2025/0

4/09/i-severe-apple-scab-and-rust-

infections-predicted-in-newa-model-

for-rains-of-10-12-april-ii-fire-blight-

not-a-risk-due-to-low-temperatures/ 

Agricultural Worker Protection Standard Posters, videos, and compliance information links 
  
 

Current videos here: https://pesticideresources.org/wps/training/percvids/ 
 

Information on compliance: https://pesticideresources.org/wps/guide/compliance.html 
 

EPA Website:  https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-worker-safety/agricultural-worker-protection-standard-wps 

https://spes.vt.edu/affiliated/plant-disease-clinic/pest-management-guides.html
https://spes.vt.edu/affiliated/plant-disease-clinic/pest-management-guides.html
https://spes.vt.edu/affiliated/plant-disease-clinic/pest-management-guides.html
https://treefruitpathology.spes.vt.edu/
https://treefruitpathology.spes.vt.edu/2025/04/09/i-severe-apple-scab-and-rust-infections-predicted-in-newa-model-for-rains-of-10-12-april-ii-fire-blight-not-a-risk-due-to-low-temperatures/
https://treefruitpathology.spes.vt.edu/2025/04/09/i-severe-apple-scab-and-rust-infections-predicted-in-newa-model-for-rains-of-10-12-april-ii-fire-blight-not-a-risk-due-to-low-temperatures/
https://treefruitpathology.spes.vt.edu/2025/04/09/i-severe-apple-scab-and-rust-infections-predicted-in-newa-model-for-rains-of-10-12-april-ii-fire-blight-not-a-risk-due-to-low-temperatures/
https://treefruitpathology.spes.vt.edu/2025/04/09/i-severe-apple-scab-and-rust-infections-predicted-in-newa-model-for-rains-of-10-12-april-ii-fire-blight-not-a-risk-due-to-low-temperatures/
https://treefruitpathology.spes.vt.edu/2025/04/09/i-severe-apple-scab-and-rust-infections-predicted-in-newa-model-for-rains-of-10-12-april-ii-fire-blight-not-a-risk-due-to-low-temperatures/
https://treefruitpathology.spes.vt.edu/2025/04/09/i-severe-apple-scab-and-rust-infections-predicted-in-newa-model-for-rains-of-10-12-april-ii-fire-blight-not-a-risk-due-to-low-temperatures/
https://www.pubs.ext.vt.edu/content/dam/pubs_ext_vt_edu/456/456-419/ENTO-605.pdf
https://pesticideresources.org/wps/training/percvids/
https://pesticideresources.org/wps/guide/compliance.html
https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-worker-safety/agricultural-worker-protection-standard-wps
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The 98th Shenandoah Apple Blossom Festival® will 

take place from April 25 - May 4, 2025. A series of 

more than 50 events. Something for everyone! 

https://www.thebloom.com/
https://gravesmountainmusic.com/tickets/?fbclid=IwY2xjawJpLh1leHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHuwYpQT4FlNL9TdnotAJB38QX2UH64XcxxzcDUuNJjse4blN-e01dLqQHau7_aem_4wOMiTsOEUUGQkzLWV8xHw
https://www.facebook.com/oldtavernfarmva/videos/1589838241720628
https://www.westoaksfarm-market.com/?fbclid=IwY2xjawJpMF9leHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHk1tTrJhvq9X1bSQIoKoTSSNh3yRRT2bDc0EUzXvXZATIXOv0nR9q8tCsrGD_aem_uzk0kDaoMHzIxxuFyhXvvw
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2025 OFFICERS 

Virginia State Horticultural Society 

WOMEN’S AUXILIARY 

 

President – Bonnie Sine 

Vice President – Kara Jenkins 

Secretary – Esta Yoder 

Treasurer – Barby Frankenberry 

Assistant Treasurer – Debbie Fauble 

Directors – Sherry Jenkins 

       Linda Edwards 

All are welcome to 
become a member of 
the Women’s Auxiliary 

 

Contact: 
DEBRA FAUBLE 

540-869-4005 
540-247-6843 c 

dlf021656@gmail.com  
or 

BARBY FRANKENBERRY 
304-229-3110  
304-261-1696 c 

bfrankenberry@aol.com 

LADIES HORTICULTURAL 
LUNCHEON 

Keynote Speaker Amelia Draper 

WHEN 

Friday, May 2  | 10:30 am - 1:00 pm 

WHERE 

Millwood Station Event Center 
252 Costello Drive 

Winchester, VA  22602 

TICKET PRICE 

$35 

CALL 540 -662 -3409 FOR TICKETS  

Proceeds from this event provide scholarships 

for students preparing for careers in an 

agricultural field.  

 Amelia Draper is a 
meteorologist with Storm 
Team4. Her forecasts can be 
seen during the midday and 
evening editions of News4 and 
on NBC Washington digital 
properties. She joined News4 
in March 2013. 
  A native of Frederick, Maryland, Draper had 
wanted to forecast the weather in Washington, D.C., since 
she started studying meteorology at Penn State 
University. In fact, she graduated from college early so she 
could start working. 
  Draper's first job was with CNET in State College, 
Pennsylvania. While forecasting weather there, she 
became very familiar with weather phenomena such as 
lake effect snow, which helped her land her next job as 
weekend meteorologist for WJET/WFXP in Erie, 
Pennsylvania. Erie recorded its second snowiest winter on 
record during Draper's first year there. From there, she 
joined the morning shift at WIVB-WNLO in Buffalo. 
  The opportunity to be closer to family and 
friends brought her back to the D.C. area as a member of 
Washington’s #1 weather team. She brought extensive 
experience covering snowy winters, spring storms and 
summer heat. 
  Fitness is a big part of Draper's life, from her high 
school job as a snowboard instructor at Whitetail Ski 
Resort to playing on field hockey and lacrosse teams to 
her current activities which include yoga, golf and 
running. 
  Draper lives in Montgomery County with her 
husband and son. 

 
Members and Auxiliary remember to invite your friends 

to join us not only for the luncheon but as a member.  

mailto:dlf021656@gmail.com
mailto:bfrankenberry@aol.com
javascript:;
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Apple Juice Recalled due to Arsenic Levels 

A Great 

Resource for 

Virginia 

Products!! 

Click Here to 

visit the 

website! 

Another GREAT Virginia Resource!!  Click Here for More INFO!  

 
Jim Atwell 

Marketing Specialist  
Office of Domestic Marketing and Promotions 

Virginia Apple Board 
james.atwell@vdacs.virginia.gov    804.855.4287 

VDACS 

https://www.vdacs.virginia.gov/vagrown/
https://www.vdacs.virginia.gov/vagrown/
https://www.vdacs.virginia.gov/vagrown/
https://vafinest.vdacs.virginia.gov/
mailto:james.atwell@vdacs.virginia.gov
https://www.vdacs.virginia.gov/
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https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:VA6C2:16e74766-ecd8-4bc6-9708-3f5ac33e1efa
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Thank You Valent 2025 Annual Meeting Sponsor! 

Thank You Knouse Foods 2025 Annual Meeting Sponsor! 
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2025 VSHS ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP BREAKFAST MEETING SPONSORS  

VIRGINIA FARM BUREAU FEDERATION HORIZON FARM CREDIT  
HELENA AGRI-ENTERPRISES FIRST BANK & TRUST 
VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE ADAMS COUNTY NURSERY 
   & CONSUMER SERVICES (VDACS) PETERSON FARMS 
NUTRIEN AG SOLUTIONS VALENT 
KNOUSE FOODS 

Greta Liskey, President 

Bill Sharp, Vice President 

Laura Wiley, Executive Secretary 

DISTRICT ONE 

Greta Liskey 

Diane Kearns 

DISTRICT TWO 

Jaime Williams 

Bill Sharp 

DISTRICT THREE 

Ruth Flippin Saunders 

H. Henry Chiles 
 
Mark Sutphin, Director-at-Large 

VSHS 

OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 

Looking for an Orchard near 

you to visit? Our directory 

includes over 50 Apple 

Orchards all over the 

Commonwealth. If yours isn't 

listed, be sure to contact us to 

be included.  

Virginia Apple Orchards 

https://www.virginiaapples.net/orchards
https://www.virginiaapples.net/submit-event

